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Dear Fathers, Brothers and Sisters!

May the birth of Jesus, the embodiment of the mercy of

the Father be with you. Once again it is a season to

rejoice and thank God that our God has come to visit

us.

I wish everyone a very Happy Christmas and a New Year

filled with peace and joy.

Christmas, once again makes us meet our God in the

manger, our Saviour and our Lord. Let us join our

blessed Mother and St. Joseph in receiving the mercy

of the Father.

We have had the sad event of losing of two of our good

priests. Fr. Pathrose and Fr. Samuel both have served

the diocese and its people. Fr. Pathorse, as parish priest

of several parishes was involved in uplifting the lives of

the poor. His faithfulness in liturgical celebration is

something to be admired. Fr. Samuel his availability to

the young and his insatiable desire to evangelize and

make people know the Word of God and his mission is a

model for us. At the same time we pray to them to

remember us to the Father.

Holy Father has invited the Church, all of us to celebrate

the Extraordinary Jubilee of Year of Mercy. The Holy

Father Francis himself on 8 December 2015 at Vatican,

will open the “Door of Mercy” and lead the entire Church

pass through this and thus receiving the fullness of the
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mercy of the Father. Similarly in our diocese, we have

already sealed the ‘Door of Mercy’ on Sunday, 22

November 2015. We will open that door on Sunday, 13

December, 2015and lead the entire diocese through this

door and experience that Divine Mercy. We encourage

as many as possible to join this Holy Mass at 6pm on

that day. We request all the parishes of two Vicariates,

Vellore and Tirupathur not to have evening mass. This

will enable most of the priests and people to participate

in this holy event. In this pattern, three other parishes

(Chetpet, Tiruvannamalai and Arakkonam) are chosen

for the Year of Mercy. In these parishes, the doors will

be opened on Sunday, 20, 2015. Fr. Stephen VF will

preside over at Chetpet, Fr. John Robert, VG will preside

over at Tiruvannamalai and Fr. Kulandesu, the

procurator at Arakkonam. I encourage the priests and

people of Chetpet and Polur to join at Chetpet,

Arakkonam and Vandavasi at Arakkonam and

Tiruvannamalai and Vettavalam at Tiruvannamalai. This

will cover the entire diocese. We will inform you about

the other programmes later. I do pray that the entire

diocese will experience the Mercy of God.

This year the Christmas celebration of Religious will

take place on Sunday, 13 December 2015 in the

afternoon, instead of Saturday. This is to felicitate the

religious to take part in the opening of the door of Year

of Mercy.
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This year Christmas brings to our diocese a great gift.

The Congregation of Society of God’s Reign (SDR),

started by our Archbishop Emeritus Most Rev.

A.M. Chinnappa, will see the first fruit. Deacon. Edwin,

the first fruit of the Congregation will be ordained a

priest on December 21, 2015 at Kariyandal at 11 am.

As we thank the Lord for this gift, let us pray for our

Archbishop and his Congregation. As many as possible

let us join his Congregation as he is incardinated in our

diocese.

We must also extend our special prayer to the sisters of

the Sacred Heart of Jesus. They are having their 5th

General Chapter. Some 30 years ago it was accepted by

our diocese as a “Diocesan Congregation” by the grace

of God they have grown both in numbers and

communities. We are trying to make it Papal

Congregation. In order to achieve this, they have revised

their Constitution and regulations and are planning for

the approval of the General Chapter. We congratulate

them for this growth and effort. We offer them our

prayers and blessings.

Finally, let us all get united with the mother Church

and the Holy Father in celebrating the Year of Mercy.

Let us all welcome this Mercy of the Father in Jesus

Christ at Chrtistmas and share it with everyone. Our

Holy Father invites us, specially to remember the acts

of mercies and let us try to give shape in our actions



5

and encourage all our faithful to join and implement

these acts of mercy.

The Corporal Works of Mercy

1. Feeding the hungry 

2. Giving drink to the thirsty 

3. Clothing the naked 

4. Sheltering the homeless

5. Visiting the sick 

6. Visiting the imprisoned

7. Burying the dead

The Spiritual Works of Mercy

1. Admonishing the sinner

2. Instructing the ignorant

3. Counseling the doubtful

4. Comforting the sorrowful

5. Bearing wrongs patiently

6. Forgiving injuries

7. Praying for the living and the dead

Once again we wish you a Very Happy Christmas. Let

our blessed Mother, the Mother who gave flesh to this

mercy of the Father lead us to him.

Yours in Christ Jesus

+Most Rev. Dr. P. Soundararaju, SDB.,

Bishop of Vellore
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Bishop’s Programme

01 Tue M Holy Mass, Viruduvilanginan

E Holy Mass,  Pavithiram

03 Thu M Sacred Heart Sisters General Chapter,

Rangapuram

E St. Francis Xavier Inter diocesan Seminary,

Veppoor

04 Fri M Sacred Heart Sisters General Chapter,

Rangapuram

E Holy Mass, Uriyurkuppam

05 Sat Sacred Heart Sisters General Chapter,

Rangapuram

06 Sun Sacred Heart Sisters General Chapter,

Rangapuram

07 Mon Sacred Heart Sisters General Chapter,

Rangapuram

08 Tue E Immaculate Conception of Blessed Virgin,

Don Bosco, Gandhi Nagar, Vellore

13 Sun Christmas Celebration - CRI, Vellore

14 Mon TANCEAN, Chennai

15 Tue M Christmas Celebration,  TVMSSS,

Tiruvannamalai

16 Wed Monthly Recollection & Christmas

Celebration, Diocesan Priests, Vellore

17 Thu M Christmas Celebration - VSSS, Vellore

18 Fri M Christmas Celebration - CPC, Vellore

19-20 Priestly Ordination, KGF

21 MonM Priestly Ordination, Kariyandal
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22 Tue Christmas Celebration, Prison Ministry,

Vellore

23 Wed Christmas Celebration - Cathedral, Vellore

24 Thu Christmas vigil Mass - Cathedral, Vellore

25 Fri Christmas

26 Sat E Girivalam, Chetpet

27 Sun  Mass, Kolappalur

31 Thu New Year Vigil Mass - Cathedral, Vellore

+Most Rev. Dr. P. Soundararaju, SDB.,

Bishop of Vellore

VICAR GENERAL’S OFFICE

Dear Fathers,

The Annual Retreat for Clergy went on very well this

year. I take this opportunity to extend all our sincere

thanks to our beloved bishop who took us to Joe Beach

for the second time to make our retreat fruitfully,

gracefully and successfully.  Moreover his loving presence

during the retreat was very encouraging. Secondly, I

offer our heartfelt thanks to Rev. Dr. Maria Arulraj, S.J.,

Director, Arulkadal Theologate who by his inspiring talks

enlightened and enkindled us. Thirdly, my sincere

thanks go to Rev. Fr. S. Malaiyappan, the retreat

Director; all the Curia Fathers and all the other priests

who took up different offices & responsibilities and

worked with much of dedication and team spirit for a

fruitful retreat. Finally, I would like to thank Rev. Fr.
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Arulraj, the Founder of MMI for his generous discount

for Board & Lodge, the DMI sisters, the Staff and all the

workers of Joe Beach for their wonderful hospitality and

dedication in taking care of us. God bless you all.

Christmas Celebration for the Religious – 13

December 2015-11-28

In View of beginning the Year of Mercy, the diocese has

planned to have the ceremony of Opening the Door of

Mercy on Sunday, 13 December 2015. For better

participation of the CRI in this historical event this year

the Christmas Celebration for all the Religious Fathers,

Brothers and Sisters will take place on the same day at

2.30 pm in the Bishop’s House followed by the inaugural

ceremony of the Year of Mercy at 6.00 pm in the

Cathedral. All are expected to take part in both the

celebrations. Further information will be sent to you by

mail.

Kindly take this opportunity to wish our Bishop and

Curia fathers. Your generous contribution will be greatly

appreciated to help the poor during this Christmas.

Christmas Celebration for the Clergy – 16 December

Monthly Recollection and Christmas Celebration will

be on Wednesday, 16 December, 2015. The Time Table

will be:
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09.30 am : Arrival and Coffee

10.00 am : Talk

11.00 am : Adoration Confession

11.45 am : Christmas Celebration & Message

12.30 pm : Lunch

Rev. Msgr. I. John Robert
Vicar General
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PROCURATOR'S OFFICE

MISSION SUNDAY COLLECTION - 2015

S.No Parish Amount

1 Pathiavaram 17125

2 Thiruvannamalai 110000

3 Ranipet 57450

4 Boodamangalam 5471

5 Santhavasal 7100

6 Cathedral 32070

7 Thanipadi 8000

8 Bagayam 18690

9 Kolappalur 30100

10 Gandhinagar 60250

11 Haffieldspet 11750

12 Gudiyatham 14500

13 Randamkorattur 6060

14 Arakkonam 95000

15 Thirupattur 18000

16 A.Kattupadi 13234
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17 Cheyyar 7300

18 Theresapuram 2050

19 Allikondapattu 5000

20 Thalayampallam 2000

21 Polur 10000

22 Kariyandal 12000

23 Gengapattu 5000

24 Udayarkuppam 6500

25 Sathuvacharry 25000

26 Thirumalpadi 2100

27 Jolarpet 45000

28 Madurampattu 9000

29 Japthikarani 2020

30 Perunduraipattu 8800

31 Avoor 12000

32 Alliandal 3000

33 C.Nammiandal 103026

34 Arni 15700

35 Thirumalai 4500

                               Total 784796

S.No Religious Amount

1 Bishop David Health Centre, Santhavasal 2000

2 Viimala Irudaya Convent, Chengam 1000

3 Vimala Irudaya School, Chengam 1100

4 Vimala Irudaya Health Centre, Chengam 1000

5 St.Anne’s Convent, Christianpet 1300
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6 Immaculate Convent, Vellore 1000

7 John the Britto Convent, Allikondapattu 600

8 Christu Jyothi Mat School, Thanipadi 2000

9 Christu Jyothi Convent, Thanipadi 1000

10 St.Thomas Hospital, Chetpet 3000

11 Carmel Illam, Kolappalur 1000

12 Carmel Mat School, Kolappalur 5000

13 Gandhinagar Auxilium Society 3000

14 Ansaldo Educational Institutions, Chetpet 25000

15 St.Louis Convent, A.Kattupadi 4000

16 Dominican Sisters, Soganur 1000

                           Total 53000

Thanks for your generous contribution for Mission

Sunday Collection. Those who have not yet sent Mission

Sunday Collection

Kindly send to us as early as possible.

Fr. A.Kulandesu

Procurator

VELLORE SOCIAL SERVICE SOCIETY
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HEALTH COMMISSION

On 17 October 2015 we had our VDHA meeting at

TVMSSS. Rev.Sr.Dr. Santhi, OSB from Grace Hospital

came and gave a talk on “General Management in



20

obesity”. The participants appreciated the talk and

benefited by it.

Lunch was provided to all. After Lunch Sr.Maggie, OSB

proposed vote of thanks to all the participants.

Rev. Sr.Maggie,OSB Fr.K.S.Gnana Jyoti

Vice president of VDHA Director of TVMSSS and

Health Commission.

On 6-11-2015 we had the executive body board meeting

at CHAT (Catholic Heath Association of Tamilnadu) in

Trichy. The Vice President Fr. K.S.Gnana Jyoti

participated in the meeting. And various points were

useful for better functioning of CHAT.

Fr.K.S.Gnana Jyoti

Director of TVMSSS and Health Commission.

HEALTH COMMISSION

20TH National convention- Catholic Nurses Guild of India.

“Challenges in Care and Compassion in the service of

LLife Celebrating 20 years of the Gaspal of life” From

31st October to 3rd November there was the 20th National

convention of Nurses held at St.Pius College, Goregaon,

Mumbai. Sr.Maggie, Administrator of Grace Hospital,

Sr.Mercy, Nurse sister from Daiyur St.Benedict’s Nursing

college, Sr.Panimalar from St.Joseph’s Health centre,
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C.Namiyandal and me Fr.K.S.Gnana Jyoti from our

diocese were present for the National convention.

We, 325 nurses from 45 Dioceses and archidioceses of

Inaid, representing the 11,000 members of the Catholic

Nurses Guild of India (CNGI) along with the Apostolic

Nuncio, Some bishops, 16 priests and healthcare

professionals, gathered at St.Pius College, Goregaon,

Mumbai, from 31st October to 3rd November 2015, for

the 20th National Convention on Nurses, with the theme

“Challenges in Care and Compassion in the Service

of Life”. During the convention, we were cnriched by

various inputs and workshop discussions.
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National Eucharistic Congress in Mumbai

12/11/2015 - 15/11/2015

Rev. Fr. D. Panneer Selvam, Mr. Dominic,

Mr. Jayapal, Mr. Belavendiran, Mrs. Rathinamary from

Vellore Diocese participated in the National Eucharistic

congress in Mumbai from 12.11.2015 till 15.11.2015. It

was a grace filled, enriching experience to each one of

us.

There were delegates from 134 dioceses all over

India. It includes all the rites such us Latin, Syro-

Malabar, Syro-Malankara rites. We had the privilege of

having the Cardinal Ranjith Malcom from Columbo as

special envoy of our Pope Francis. There were four

Cardinals, 77 Bishops, 150 Priests, 50 religious sisters,

a few special invitees, 600 lay participants. There was a

museum-exhibition on the liturgical articles, vestments,

books, statues which were used in the past history of

the Church. It was informative, very old and grandeur

in nature. It was a reawakening our call to be the
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Eucharistic persons which demands us for sharing,

sacrificing, suffering and serving the poor. These

predominant dimensions were communicated to all of

us through this National Eucharistic Congress.

Rev. Fr. D. Panneer Selvam,

Secretary - Liturgy Commission

SIPCOT, Ranipet
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OBITUARY

Rev. Fr. V.C. JOSEPH
(23.11.1933  -  31.10.2015)

Father’s Name : Mr.Vadacherikunnel Chacko
Mother’s Name : Mrs. Aleyamma Elizabeth
Date of Birth : 23.11.1933
Place of Birth : Kidangor, Kottayam, Kerala

Studies

1950 -53 : Latin Course, Chennai

!953 – 56 : Philosophy, SHSPoonamalle

1956 – 60 : Theology, SHS, Poonamalle

07 Sep 1959 : Diaconate Ordination,
Sacred Heart Seminary,

Chennai by Archbishop.
Louis Mathias, Sdb

24 April 1960 : Ordination, Sacred Heart
Seminary, Poondamalle by
Archbishop Louis Mathias, Sdb
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1960 - 61 : Assit. Parish Priest, Arakkonam

1961 – 62 : APP, Udayendiram,

1962 – 65 : APP, Santhavasal

1965 : Parish Priest, Pathiavaram

Church Construction and wells

1972 : Parish Priest – Sandavasal

Church Extension

1976 : Parish Priest, Vaniyambadi

New Presbytery

1980 : Parish Priest, Kaniyambadi

Silver Jubilee, Church extension,

Chapel at Veppampet

1987 : Parish Priest, Arakkonam (VF)

1988 : Parish Priest, Theresapuram

1990 : Parish Priest – Bagayam

School extension, New

Convent, New Dispensary,

Presbytery at Bagayam

and chapel at paaraimedu

1997 : Parish Priest – Katpadi

Community Hall and Chapel

at Sevoor

2004 : Medical Leave, St.Joseph

Priest Home, Sathuvachary

2010 : Golden Jubilee

2014 - 2015 : Madha Hill, Chetpet
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Rev. Fr. A.Pathrose
(18.03.1946 - 25.11.2015)

Father’s Name : Mr. Arockiam

Mother’s Name : Mrs.Samikannu

Date of Birth : 18.03.1946

Place of Birth : Elluvilai, Kanniyakumari

1963-1966 : Minor Seminary,
St.Thomas Minor
Seminary,  Santhome, Chennai

1966-1969 : Philosophy, Sacred Heart
Seminary,  Poonamalle

1969-1973 : Theology,
Sacred Heart Seminary,
Poonamalle

24 April 1973 : Ordination, Kaanavoor
by Most Rev. Anthonymuthu

1973 (5 Months) : Assistant Parish Priest,
Pathiavaram

1973 - 1975 : Assistant Parish Priest, Chetpet
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1975 - 1982 : Parish Priest, Udayendiram

1982 - 1988 : Parish Priest, ZaminGudallore

1988 - 1990 : Parish Priest, Boodamangalam

1990 - 1998 : Parish Priest, Thenimalai
Built new Church in
Thenimalai and two chapels
at substations

1998-2005 : Parish Priest, Mazhuvankarunai

Built three chapels at substations

2005-2012 : Parish Priest, Arni
Renovated the Parish Church
and built two chapels at
substations

2012- 25.11.2015 : Parish Priest, Koratampet

Rev. Fr. A.Samuel
(29.07.1951 - 26.11.2015)

Father’s Name : Mr. S. Adaikalanathan
Mother’s Name : Mrs.Victoria
Date of Birth : 29.07.1951
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Place of Birth : Salem - Shevapet
1970 : Minor Seminary,

St.Thomas Minor
Seminary, Santhome,
Chennai

1972-1975 :  Philosophy,  Karumathur,
Madurai

1976 - 1980 : Theology,
St. Paul’s Seminary, Trichy

11 May 1980 : Ordination, Assumption
Cathedral, Vellore by
Most Rev. Anthonymuthu

05.06.1980 : Assistant Parish Priest,
Chetpet

01.10.1981 : Assistant Parish Priest,
Cheyyar

05.07.1982 : Parish Priest, Zamin
Gudallore

08.11.1982 : Parish Priest,
Nelliyankulam

16.06.1983 : Parish Priest,  Perumanam
08.08.1986 : Chaplain, Athipet
30.10.1986 : Secretary, Youth

Commission, Vellore
13.02.1987 : Chaplain Susai Nagar,

Secretary Youth Commission
03.07.1989 : Parish Priest,

Thachambady, Secretary
Youth Commission

01.06.1990 : Boston – USA
01.12.1993 : Assistant Parish Priest,

Old Town, Vellore
1994 : Chaplain, Bombay
01.06.2000 : Parish Priest, C.

Nammiyandal
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04.06.2007 : Parish Priest,
Shenpakkam

2007 : On Leave
12.07.2008 : Parish Priest,

Narasingapuram
06.06.2009 : Chaplain, St. Thomas

Hospital, Chetpet
2015 : Priests’ Home, Madha Hill,

Chetpet
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Birthday

Rev. Fr. A. Anthony 02.12.1971
Rev. Fr. S. Antony Buddhan 05.12.1949
Rev. Fr. C. Matthew 05.12.1969
Rev. Fr. A. Sagaya Josephson 05.12.1979
Rev. Fr. P. Chinnappan 07.12.1977
Rev. Fr. P. John Bosco 08.12.1952
Rev. Fr. Velanganni Vinothraj 08.12.1974
Rev. Fr. N. T. Irudayaraj 09.12.1968
Rev. Fr. N. A. John Peter 11.12.1966
Rev. Fr. A. C. Savarimuthu 12.12.1947
Rev. Fr. S. Jesu Jayabalan 23.12.1975
Rev. Fr. A. Kulandesu 25.12.1958
Rev. Fr. A. Charles Jesu Doss 25.12.1974
Rev. Fr. A. Alphonse Doss 30.12.1948

Rev. Fr. S. Lourduswamy 30.12.1955

Ordination

Rev. Fr. K. S. Gnana Jyothi 01.12.1982
Rev. Fr. P. Arputharaj Rayan 03.12.1976
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Rev. Fr. K. A. Rayappa 09.12.1982
Rev. Fr. L. Susainathan 10.12.1983
Rev. Fr. S. Lourduswamy 11.12.1981
Rev. Fr. G. Mathias 16.12.1966
Rev. Fr. A. Rayappan 19.12.1992
Rev. Fr. M. Rayappa 20.12.1967

Rev. Fr. M. Packiasamy 21.12.1970

Intentions

Let us pray that all may experience the mercy of God,
Who never tires of forgiving.

Let us pray that families, especially those who suffer,

may find in the birth of Jesus a sign of certain hope.

Calender

03 Thu St. Francis Xavier, Pr., Patron of Missions, Sol.
06 Sun 2nd Sunday of Advent
07 Mon St. Ambrose, Bp., Dr., Mem

08 Tue Immaculate Conception of B.V.M., Sol.

12 Sat Our Lady of Guadlupe Feast
13 Sun 3rd Sunday of Advent
14 Mon St. John of the Cross, Pr., Dr. Mem

20 Sun 4th Sunday of Advent
24 Thu Evening Mass of the Vigil- The Nativity of the Lord
25 Fri Christmas
26 Sat St. Stephen Proto-Martyr, Feast
27 Sun Holy Family, Feast

28 Mon Holy Innocents Mrs., Feast
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Necrology

Rev. Fr. D. Stanislaus           07.12.2011
Rev. Fr. D. John Durai 10.12.2009
Most Rev. Eugene Mederlet SDB 12.12.1934
Rev. Fr. Capiagi SDB 14.12.1985
Rev. Fr. M. I. Jaikumar 16.12.2006
Most Rev. Antony Muthu 19.12.1980
Rev. Fr. Jaganathan Chinnappa SDB 22.12.1994
Rev. Fr. Alfred Schup SDB 23.12.1987
Rev. Fr. Gnanaprakasam 26.12.1982
Rev. Fr. Fidelis Cozzi SDB 27.12.1963
Rev. Fr. D.Maria Joseph (Senior) 30.12.1978

Rev. Fr. Dabove SDB 31.12.1981

R.I.P

1.  In your Charity, please pray for the repose of the
soul of Rev. Fr. V. C. Joseph who died on  31.10.2015

2.  In your Charity, please pray for the repose of the
soul of Rev. Fr. A. Pathrose who died on 25.11.2015

3. In your Charity, please pray for the repose of the
soul of Rev. Fr. A. Samuel who died on 26.11.2015


